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THE OTHER SIDE 


The letter “Disturbed by Disturb- 
ances” (February 14 Wrrnrss) really 
disturbed me. . In our church, the 
children who are brought to church reg- 
ularly are well behaved during services, 
while the families who feel they must 
entertain the babies during services are 
the ones who do not come regularly. 

Mrs. W. is in favor of having nurs- 
eries. When will the children learn? 
If the little ones receive only the blessing 
from the service, how wonderful. that 
is! ... This letter is written by one who 
never had the blessing of children, all 
the more reason I love to see the mothers 
holding their little ones. 


Milbank, S.Dak. Mrs. Wm. J. ADLER 


There are a lot of churches that do 
not have nurseries. I know what it is 
for a mother to get her little ones ready 
for church and surely do not expect 
her to spend her time at church in the 
hall, so that her children will not dis- 
turb other worshipers. 

We have 14 grandchildren and are 
cranky too, but always glad to see the 
young ones in church. 

I’ll never forget the stern word of the 
sainted Pastor Walter Klausing, who 
asked the parents of his church: “Where 
are your children?” That’s the same ques- 
tion we will have to answer someday. 


Huntertown, Ind. Frep Horppner, Sr. 


Even small babies can sense the 
reverent atmosphere of a church. 
To cast them out into a nursery! No! 


Parma, Ohio ELEANORE WIESE 


The absence of children from church 
services would be more disturbing than 
their presence. . . .The “disturbances” 
of today will make up tomorrow’s con- 
gregations. 

Waco, Nebr. B. 


Don’t blame the children for their 
parents’ fault in not being able to keep 
the children quiet in church. How can 
we expect our children to learn the 
need and necessity for attending church 
-if we put them in a nursery? 


Sherwood, Ohio, Mrs. DEeLBerT Bok 


I have been a Sunday school teacher 
for eight years. We have been telling the 
children they are part of the church 
and belong to the priesthood of all 
believers. . . .Now someone comes along 
and says children in church are dis- 
turbing. 

Lincoln, Mo. 


If children rule us while they are still 
babies, how can we teach them when 
they are older? I found that if you take 
a child out during one service, it will do 
the same thing next Sunday. 

Mrs. B. ENGELBRECHT 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


Our pastor has encouraged us to have 
our children at every service, evening 
services included. We do not yet have 
our beautiful new church. ...I am one 


WALTER MEYER 


of those poor mothers, struggling to quiet 
their little ones, trying to hear the 
sermon, and maybe feeling embarrassed, 
knowing that there are people present 
who resent children in church. I have 
six children, and we all worship God 
together at home. I feel we should do 
the same in church. 


Mrs. WILLIAM WINEGARDEN 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


We have four children. We ask our- 
selves: “Should one of us stay home 
from church with the baby? At what 
age should we start taking children to 
church?” 

Certainly it is not right to miss serv- 
ices. We have made it a rule to have 
our children in church every Sunday, as 
nearly as possible, after they are two 
years old. They still create some dis- 
turbance. . . . In the light of “Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me” we 
feel we start our children too late. 


Milwaukee A. S. 


Note: These are only a few of many 
letters which parents have sent in reac- 
tion to “Disturbed by Disturbances.” 


CLEARS UP POSSIBLE CONFUSION 


“Counterfeit Golgotha,’ an editorial 
in the February 28, 1956, issue is either 
misleading at best, or a gross confusion 
of Law and Gospel at the worst. 

The editorial has a perfectly legiti- 
mate intention—that of taking issue 
with the substitution of the Cross for 
something less in Christian proclama- 
tion. In carrying out this intention the 
editorial seems to betray some question- 
able reasoning. 

The bald statement that “true Chris- 
tianity” is the “chief obstruction” to 
Communist imperialism is meaningless 
unless set in a proper context. If Com- 
munism is viewed under what Luther 
would call the first Kingdom, the King- 
dom of law, power, sword (weltliches 
Regiment), then it is wrong to say that 
“true Christianity” is its “chief obstruc- 
tion.” The possession of the H-bomb by 
the free world and the existence of the 
Strategic Air Command are doubtless the 
chief deterrents to Communist expansion. 

When Communism (by which I pre- 
sume the writer means Soviet Russia) is 
viewed thus, and it certainly is in the 
majority of cases when we talk or think 
about it, it is wrong even to want the 
Church to pose as the champion of the 
free world. This is a conversion of the 
Church into something it is not—a 
power among other powers. This is 
Roman Catholic thinking. This is con- 
fusing Law and Gospel. 

Furthermore there is a faint hint of 
Buchmanism in the editorial —the idea 
that somehow the Christian faith is use- 
ful in achieving secular ends. This com- 
monly held opinion represents a failure 
to realize the complexity of the world of 
power politics and a lack of appreciation 
for the ambiguity of all human institu- 
tions—even those of the “Christian” 
West. The Church, must first pronounce 
the judgment of God on all self-seeking 


rather than to line itself up uncritical 
with any secular power or pose as a bul 
wark against some secular power. 


(Rev.) RicHArD KOENIG 
Yonkers, N. Y. 
ih 


THE COVER 


A service commemorating the 50t 
anniversary of California Concordia Col 
lege was held in conjunction with a joi 
session of the Golden Gate and Sierra 
Nevada Conferences in St. Paulus Chure 
San Francisco, April 10. Dr. A. 
Grumm, Second Vice-President of Syno 
preached, and Rev. Reno Jeske of Whit 
tier, Calif., officiated. Both of these me 
were members of Concordia’s first cla 
of 1906. 

In that year the California and Nevad 
District of Synod founded the college a 
an academy. Its first building was 
residence located two miles east of the 
business section of Oakland. In 1915 the 
present site. was acquired. The junior 
college department, added to the high 
school in 1918, enabled students to re- 
ceive six years of ministerial training at 
Oakland. In 1923 the District relinquished 
control and ownership of the college and 
four-acre campus to Synod. 

Concordia’s first professor was H. 
Jonas. Its first president was Rev. Theo- 
dore Brohm, whom Prof. Oscar T. Walle 
succeeded, 1952—1956. Prof. Ernest Scaer 
is acting president. 
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one thing you wanted most, what 

would you choose? World peace? 
4 stable economy? Good health? 
Nisdom? A better job? 

- This is a practical question. Many 
years ago God made such a promise 
.o King Solomon. And every day the 
uord says to you: “Ask what I shall 
sive you. What do you desire most 
of all? Ask, and you shall receive.” 

Well-meaning altruists would ad- 
rise you to ask for a higher standard 
of living for the impoverished nations 
of the world. “Ask this of God,” they 
would say, “and there will be hope 
‘or civilization. Without a higher 
standard of living for all nations, not 
‘or just a few, civilization is doomed.” 

A writer in the Vancouver Sun, 
10wever, does not agree that material 
yrosperity is the world’s foremost 
1eed. “There is a naive concept,” he 
ays, “that: nobility of character is 
somehow tied up with sausages and 
yuckwheat cakes for breakfast, gar- 
yage disposals, and television sets. 
[This new doctrine that faith, hope, 
nd charity can be bought for so 
nuch per yard contains at least the 
virtue of generosity, but it is basically 
insound.” 

Some of life’s burdens may be 
xased by raising the standard of liv- 
ng for ourselves and other nations. 
3ut the value of such world-better- 
nent programs is strictly temporal 
nd therefore relative. 

The preservation of modern civili- 
‘ation calls for a program of action 
which transcends material considera- 
ions. ‘There can be no real world 
yrogress unless fundamental changes 
ire wrought in human hearts and 
ninds. 

It is as Jesus said: “Man shall not 
ive by bread alone.” Man needs con- 
yersion to God rather than a higher 
tandard of living. Man needs faith 


[ God promised to give you the 
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By WALDEMAR A. ROOK, Pastor, Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md. 
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in God: the God who created him, 
the God who redeemed him, and the 
God who continually calls him to re- 
pentance and faith. 


Meaning of Faith 


What is faith? To different people 
faith has different meanings. One 
little boy defines faith as “believing 
in things that aren’t so.” A little 
girl understands faith to mean that 
“if you let things go long enough, 
they'll be done by themselves or by 
somebody else.” 

And who will say that these 
youngsters have coined a definition 
of faith or that their views are alto- 
gether childish? 

To have faith, according to the 
Catechism, is to know and accept as 
true what the Bible says of God and 
to “trust in Him and rely on Him 
with firm confidence.” 

As an example of faith the Cate- 
chism cites the centurion of Caper- 
naum. Although he was a Gentile, 
not an Israelite, he applied to Jesus 
for help. He was certain that Jesus 
could heal his servant. “Speak the 
word only,” the centurion said to the 
Savior, “and my servant shall be 
healed.” 

“Verily,” said Jesus of this Gen- 
tile, “I say unto you: I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel.” 

The Roman officer deserved this 
compliment because he had scant 
knowledge of the true God. This 
centurion had not stood at the Cross 
and witnessed the suffering of Jesus. 
This centurion had not seen the Son 
of God pour out His innocent blood 
for the sins of the world. This cen- 
turion had not learned to cherish the 
Cross as a permanent pledge that God 
will with the gift of His Son “also 
freely give us all things.” 

Yet the centurion of Capernaum 
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believed. He trusted in Jesus. By 
word and by deed he showed that 
he relied on Jesus with firm con- 
fidence. 


Noah’s Faith 


If you had lived in the century 
before the Flood, you might have 
seen a man building a vessel 450 feet 
long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 
After watching him for a time, you 
might have asked: “Sir, aren’t you 
working for nothing? How can this 
huge boat ever be launched? The 
nearest water is miles away.” 

“Sir,” the builder would have 
answered, “it is my belief that water 
will flood this plain within the next 
120 years.” 

“But,” you might have countered, 
“your friends and neighbors have no 
such notions.” 

At this he would have straightened 
himself up from his sawing and ham- 
mering and said: “The Lord has 
said so. He will do what He said 
He would. This I believe.” 

As you know, water did deluge 
the plains and all the earth. But 
human life was spared and civiliza- 
tion was preserved — through the 
faith of one man, Noah. 


Elijah’s Faith 

Again, if you had lived during the 
reign of King Ahab, on a certain day 
you might have followed the crowds 
and climbed to the top of Mount 
Carmel. There you would have seen 
an old man building an altar with 
12 stones. You would also have no- 
ticed that a few feet away a group 
of frenzied priests were jumping up 
and down, crying to their god Baal 
to set on fire the bullock they had 
slain and laid on their altar. 

You might have talked with the 


old man. 
(Continued on page 5) 


What God says about Reincarnation and 


ny author who presumes to take 
his readers into the mysterious 
domain of reincarnation or 
communication with the dead gives 
some people exactly what they want. 
The Search for Bridey Murphy by 
Morey Bernstein is no exception to 
the rule. More than 170,000 copies of 
this book have been printed, and 
more are coming from the presses. 
Movie magnates have picked up the 
book, and 30 newspapers have bought 
it for serialization. Bernstein’s story 
is one of the fastest-selling books in 
the U. S. today. 


Previous Existence? 


In The Search for Bridey Murphy 
the author, a Colorado businessman 
and an amateur hypnotist, entrances 
Mrs. Ruth Simmons, wife of a Pueblo 
auto dealer. 

By a process of “age regression” 
he has his subject recall childhood 
scenes. Asked to go still further back 
in time, Mrs. Simmons speaks of her- 
self as another person, a Bridey 
Murphy, an Irish lass who died in 
Belfast almost a century ago. In a 
deep hypnotic trance, Ruth Simmons 
— Bridey Murphy — gives allegedly 
true names, places, and dates while 
relating incidents which occurred in 
Ireland 100 years ago. 

Her answers were recorded, tran- 
scribed, and woven into The Search 
for Bridey Murphy. Scattered 
throughout this volume are refer- 
ences to extra-sensory perception, 
clairvoyance, mental telepathy, and in 
particular the theory of reincarna- 
tion. Bernstein seeks to establish that 
Ruth Simmons actually had a previ- 
ous existence as Bridey Murphy. 

Investigators are still searching the 
Emerald Isle, however, for some clue 
to her identity. Determined check- 
ing by reporters, according to the 
March 19, 1956, issue of Life, branded 
as faulty all but one of 16 statements 
made by Bridey. 


Subconscious Mind 


By means of hypnosis, Bernstein 
induced in Ruth Simmons a state 
which resembles sleep. A_ similar 
condition may result from drugs, a 
blow on the head, a daydream, a 
nightmare, or a coma. Under hyp- 
nosis, however, the subject remains 
in rapport with the hypnotizer and 
responsive to his suggestions. 

How reliable is the information 
gained by hypnotizing a person? How 
trustworthy is the subconscious mind, 
which has always baffled the experts? 

Many things brought to the sur- 
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“W izards 
that 
Peep 

and 
Mutter” 


By PAUL E. SCHUESSLER 


Assistant Pastor 
Our Redeemer Church, Chicago 


“Saul and the Witch of Endor’’ 
Gustav Dore 


face by the subconscious mind can be 
attributed to frustrations, repressions, 
coincidences, resemblance, or asso- 
ciation of ideas, self-identification 
with characters in novels and movies, 
a vivid memory or imagination — or 
the suggestions of a hypnotist. 
Modern man, it may be noted here, 
has been pampered and flattered into 
believing that his mind is the sole 
criterion of truth. In reality, how- 
ever, “the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither 
can he know them, because they are 
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spiritually discerned.” The Bible de- 
clares man is spiritually blind and 
dead without the enlightenment of! 
the Holy Spirit. H 

And if the conscious mind of man} 
is “enmity against God,” how much] 
more susceptible to error and evil is| 
his subconscious! 


Greatest Deceiver 


from the flesh; but they will give 
little or no credence to Christ, who 
was absent from the flesh from Good | 
Friday until Easter. Jesus came back | 
from the dead with the same body — 
glorified but identifiable. 
The evidence in the case of the 
risen Christ has been examined 
closely for 2,000 years and found 
valid. How long will it be until a 
searching study of the Bernstein ex- 
periment takes all the “mystery” out 
of the reincarnation of Bridey 
Murphy? 
Men and women who practice the 
occult arts cannot stand the test of | 
light: almost 99 per cent of those who 
probe the spirit world through 
mediums are fakes. Madame Blavat- 
sky, for example, who brought the-— 
osophy to the U. S., had been previ-— 
ously discredited in India. Her 
secretary turned state’s evidence. In 
Madame’s home the authorities found 

apparatus used to fake results. 
Blavatsky followers were ee 
ished by her exposure; yet they ex- 
pressed confidence that their idol was 
capable of supernatural feats Bie 
: 


any mechanical device. 
Were they right? They might 
have been. People have been known 
to perform supernatural feats — with — 
the help of Satan. He is the greatest 
liar, the greatest deceiver, the greatest 
impersonator of them all. The Bible 
states that he is capable of imper- 
sonating an angel of light. 
Satan, the author of all evil, finds 
man a ready co-operator. Man’s part — 
may be involuntary or deliberate, but 
in either case he is in league with the 
devil. “He that committeth sin is of 
the devil, for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning.” 
Of course, Satan does not label and 
advertise his products; he prefers to 
give the credit to his co-workers. 
The prince of darkness was not born 
yesterday. Shakespeare recognized 
his subtle influence when, in the 
tragedy Macbeth, he put these words 
into the mouth of Banquo: 


And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 

The instruments of darkness tell 
us truths, 

Win us with honest trifles, to 
betray’s [us] 

In deepest consequence. 


Witch of Endor 


Is there any connection between 
e alleged rebirth of Bridey Murphy 
nd the appearance of Samuel to Saul 
it Endor? Are these two in any way 
related? Some would say that they 
yave here Scriptural evidence for 
‘ne doctrine of reincarnation. 

King Saul, 1 Samuel 28 records, 
ked the witch of Endor to “bring 
# But Samuel was not 
The 


as the devil’s, not Samuel’s. Neither 
yas it a hallucination. The situation 
avolved a witch, a woman in league 
ith the devil. He took on the form 


The king’s visit to the witch of 
‘ndor is given as a contributory 
lause of his death: “and also for ask- 
ng counsel of one that had a familiar 
\pirit [medium], to inquire of it and 
nquired not of the Lord; therefore 
He slew him and turned the king- 
lom unto David, the son of Jesse” 
‘1 Chron. 10:13, 14). 

_ Thus the experience of King Saul 
t Endor cannot be cited in support of 
e belief that the souls of the dead 
ecessively return to earth in new 
orms or bodies. 

Once when his son was reported 
nissing in wartime, Rudyard Kipling 
as advised to consult a medium. 
e poet’s response was “En-dor.” 
The last stanza reads: 


h, the road to En-dor is the oldest 
road 

nd the craziest road of all! 

straight it runs to the Witch’s abode, 

As it did in the days of Saul, 

4nd nothing has changed of the 

sorrow in store 

“or such as go down on the road to 

En-dor! 


Reincarnation Unscriptural 


Let no one suppose that reincar- 
ation has a Scriptural foundation be- 
tause Moses and Elijah appeared with 
esus during His _transfiguration. 
ese representatives of the Law and 
the Prophets stood on the mount 
with Jesus, not as materialized spirits, 
put as themselves. They had glori- 
ied bodies, for they had already 
peheld the Father’s glory. 

_ Furthermore, when the rich man 
of Christ’s parable suggested that one 
be sent to his brethren “from the 
lead,” the request was denied. And 
‘m speaking of those who have died, 
esus said: “Neither can they die any 
more” (Luke 20:36). There is but 
me earthly life and one physical 
death. 

To the dying thief the Savior made 
is promise: “Today shalt thou be 
with Me in paradise” — “today,” not 
some future tomorrow after a suc- 
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cession of rebirths in some other 
forms or bodies. 

And when Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead on the first Easter Sunday, 
He said to His affrighted disciples: 
“Behold My hands and My feet, that 
it is I Myself; handle Me and see, for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones as 
ye see Me have” (Luke 24:39). 

Therefore, all who believe and 
propagate their belief in reincarna- 
tion contradict Jesus. What is more, 
they are outside the Bible, which em- 
phasizes moral accountability in this 
life, the need of redemption through 
the blood of Christ, so that God’s chil- 
dren should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 

Here is the Bible’s clearest, most 
conclusive answer to the Bridey 
Murphy myth and the “seducing 
spirits’ who peddle for profit the 
theory of reincarnation: “It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” Because 
man dies only once, the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews continues: 
“So Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many” (Heb. 9:27. 28). 

In the first 10 verses of 2 Corin- 
thians 5, Christians find a host of de- 
cisive answers to The Search for 
Bridey Murphy. The Apostle states 
that as long as we “are at home in 
the body [not bodies], we are absent 
from the Lord.’ He concludes by 
saying that “we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ that 
everyone may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” 


Log of Soul’s Voyage 


Long ago the prophet Isaiah issued 
a warning against those who practice 
the occult arts: “And when they shall 
say unto you, ‘Seek unto them that 
have familiar spirits and unto wizards 
that peep and that mutter,’ should not 
a people seek unto their God? for 
the living to the dead? To the Law 
and to the Testimony! If they speak 
not according to this word, it is be- 


cause there is no light in them” 
(Is. 8:19, 20). 
This, then, is the true log of the 


soul’s voyage: The soul and the spirit 
of man are one and the same. At 
death, the soul quits the body, ap- 
pears before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and is welcomed by Him into 
eternal life or sentenced to eternal 
death. There is no intermediary 
state. 

When Christ comes again to judge 
the living and the dead, the soul will 
rejoin the body in which it taber- 
nacled. Those who were one with 
Christ by faith and led a godly life 
during their earthly sojourn will rise 
to be forever with the Lord in body 
and soul. And there shall be — “no 
more death.” 
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WHAT DO YOU NEED MOST? 


(Continued from page 3) 


“Sir, what do you hope to accom- 
plish here on this mount?” 

“Sir, my God has made a promise. 
He is going to let the people know 
that He is the Lord God. He is going 
to set fire to the bullock that I have 
slain and laid on my altar.” 

“But you are drenching everything 
with water. You'll never get a fire 
started on your altar.” 

At this the old man would have 
looked up to the heavens and said: 
“My God will hear my prayer. My 
God will consume this sacrifice with 
fire. This I believe.” 

The fire of the Lord did fall. The 
fire of the Lord consumed the bullock, 
and the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and licked up the water 
that was in the trench. When the 
people saw the raging fire, they fell 
on their faces and said: “The Lord, 
He is God; the Lord, He is God.” 

True religion was preserved, under 
God, for all posterity — by the faith of 
one man, Elijah. 


Your Faith 


You, too, can be a man of faith 
who leans completely on God. You, 
too, can be a man of faith and trust 
Him to answer your prayers in ac- 
cordance with His promises. 

Pray to God for guidance. Say to 
Him: “Lord, lead me in Thy paths, 
and supply me with Thy direction.” 
If you ask it in faith, it will surprise 
you to learn how quickly God an- 
swers prayer. 

Pray to God for the strength to 
lead a Christian life. Say to Him: 
“Tord, help me to overcome tempta- 
tion, help me to be true to Thy 
Word.” Ask this in faith, and it will 
astonish you to see how swiftly the 
Lord will answer you. 

Pray to God for the grace to lead 
others to their Savior. Say to Him: 
“Lord, give me the right words to 
say at the right time to some poor 
soul who needs Thy salvation.” Ask 
this in faith, trust in the power of 
His Word, rely on His promises, and 
it. will amaze you to note how soon 
God will make you a missionary. 

Every day the Lord says to you: 
“Ask what I shall give you.” The 
greatest gift He offers you is faith. 
And faith is a gift, given by God in 
Baptism, fostered by His Word, and 
strengthened in Holy Communion. 

Ask God for the gift of faith. Ask 
at the foot of the Cross. With hands 
of love implore the Savior, who was 
slain for your sins, raised again for 
your justification, taken up _ into 
heaven to sit at the right hand of 
God, whence He shall come again in 
glory to take you to your eternal 
home. 


YOUR SYNOD 


THE PRESIDENT 


“Busy as a beehive” is what has 
been said repeatedly not only about our 
Synod in convention assembled but also 
about many of the floor committees, 
which must do thorough preliminary 
work and prepare proper resolutions for 
the convention’s consideration. One of 
these exceptionally busy floor commit- 
tees is the so-called Committee Num- 
ber Three. To it are assigned all doc- 
trinal matters and the various issues of 
Lutheran unity and fellowship. It has 
become very evident that this commit- 
tee must be given more time for its 
deliberations. Hence this year it will 
meet on Friday, June 15, at Concordia 
College, St. Paul, Minn. However, even 
after the opening of the convention, the 
committee will give opportunity to 
everyone who requests a hearing. 


Common Confession, Part Il 


One of the important matters which 
will be assigned to this committee is 
the question: What shall Synod do with 
the Common Confession, Part II? This 
Confession is the doctrinal statement 
prepared jointly by the Committee on 
Union and Fellowship of the American 
Lutheran Church and the Committee 
on Doctrinal Unity of our Synod. Part 
I was adopted by our 1950 convention 
in Milwaukee. The American Lutheran 
Church adopted it in October 1950. At 
our 1950 convention also the following 
resolution was adopted: ‘WHEREAS, 
Not all phases of the doctrines of 
Scriptures are treated in the Common 
Confession; and 

“WHEREAS, Further study or future 
developments may show the need of 
clarification or expansion of the Com- 
‘mon Confession; be it therefore 

“Resolved, That additional state- 
ments, originating in the same manner 
as the Common Confession, may be 
submitted to future conventions of our 
Synod and the American Lutheran 
Church for adoption.” 

Furthermore, the 1950 convention 
made provisions that matters of church 
practice, especially the attitude of Lu- 
theran congregations toward lodgery 
and unionism and similar issues, be 
carefully studied “to see how uniform- 
ity in church practice can be brought 
about.” 

The Norwegian and Wisconsin Syn- 
ods objected that agreement had not 
been achieved in the doctrines treated, 
that the Common Confession is “‘inade- 
quate,” etc. The committees of the 
American Lutheran Church and of our 
Synod then prepared jointly Common 
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Confession, Part II, which brings clar- 
ifications and expansion of Part I. It 
also presents statements “indicative of, 
and normative for, Christian life in our 
congregations.” Among these are also 
clear statements on lodgery, fellowship, 
unionism, and other issues. 


Action Taken in 1953 


Our Houston Convention, in June 
1953, postponed action on the Com- 
mon Confession, Part II, to allow time 
for congregations, pastors’ and teach- 
ers’ conferences, and individuals to ac- 
quaint themselves thoroughly with it. 
At the request of our Committee on 
Doctrinal Unity the convention also 
resolved “That for purposes of study, 
Parts I and II of the Common Con- 
fession hereafter be treated as one doc- 
ument with the understanding that 
Part II has not yet been adopted.” 

The 1954 convention of the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church adopted Part II. 
Meanwhile it also adopted the United 
Testimony on Faith and Life, a docu- 
ment prepared by representatives of the 
American Lutheran Church, the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church (Norwegian), 
the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Danish), the Lutheran Free 
Church (Norwegian), and the Augus- 
tana Synod. The last one mentioned 
has withdrawn, and an insufficient num- 
ber of congregations of the Lutheran 
Free Church voted for a union. The 
first three mentioned have adopted the 
doctrinal statement and will probably 
unite within the next few years. The 
Common Confession, Parts I and II, 
even if our Synod at the coming con- 
vention adopts Part II as being in ac- 
cord with Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, cannot serve as a basis for 
future fellowship with the American 
Lutheran Church, for the American 
Lutheran Church as constituted now 
will no longer exist. The Common Con- 
fession will thus become a historic doc- 
ument, showing what earnest efforts 
were made to bring about doctrinal 
unity and fellowship. 


Charges Against Synod 


In June 1955 the Norwegian Synod 
suspended relations with our Synod. 
The Wisconsin Synod at its convention 
last August in Saginaw, Mich., consid- 
ered a proposal to terminate its fellow- 
ship with our Synod. By a unanimous 
vote it adopted the so-called “Pream- 
ble,” which contains the charges against 
our Synod. With several additions these 
charges are similar to those made by 
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the Norwegian Synod. The Wiscon 
sin Synod does not charge us with false 
doctrine. The Norwegian Synod does. 
Our readers will recall that these 
charges were not only enumerated but 
also answered in former issues of the 
WITNEss. The resolutions of the Nor- 
wegian and Wisconsin Synods will be 
presented to our convention. Since both 
of these Synods demand an answer to 
the charges which they have made, an- 
swers are being prepared. Both the} 
charges and the answers will be as- 
signed to Committee Number Three for 
thorough and prayerful study. 


Two Invitations 


A communication from the Luther- 
an World Federation inviting our Syn- 
od to become a member was considered 
by the 1953 convention. The Houston 
Convention was given also a prelimin- 
ary study on the relations of our Synod 
to the Lutheran World Federation. The 
convention then authorized the Praesid- 
ium of Synod to appoint a committee 
of three to study the constitution and 
objectives of the LWF; to evaluate its 
practical working in the light of Scrip- 
tural doctrine and practice; and to make 
recommendations to Synod. This com- 
mittee, consisting of Prof. Martin H. 
Franzmann, Dr. L. Meyer, and Prof. 
Martin Naumann, has prepared and 
mailed out its report to all pastors and 
teachers of Synod. The College of 
Presidents heard this report last fall and 
approved its contents. See WITNESS, 
March 27, for the report. Committeay 
Number Three will consider it as well 
as some memorials pertaining to it. 

The Augustana Synod and the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
have jointly extended an invitation to 
our Synod and all other Lutheran bodies 
to consider the “organic union of our 
separate church bodies” . . . “such or- 
ganic union as will give real evidence 
of our unity in the faith, and to pro- 
ceed to draft a constitution and devise 
organizational procedures to effec 
union.” 

Committee Number Three will pre- 
sent proper resolutions regarding thes 
invitations to our convention. 

It is evident that not merely th 
members of this committee but als 
all members of Synod should pray 
earnestly and fervently that God mai 
graciously endow the committee as well 
as Our convention with wisdom an 


. 


Joun W. BEHNKEN 


The Paalter 
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—| 
The Immortal Hope 


_ Psalm 118:17: “TI shall not die, 
t live and declare the works of the 
ord.” 


e are living in the afterglow of 
Easter. The fragrance of the 
‘es and the chiming of the bells are 
Il vivid in our memories. Our 
vart still thrills to the open tomb and 
angels’ glad refrain. We share 
© women’s joy and the Apostles’ 
onder. With the Emmaus disciples 
ir hearts burn as the Scripture is 
\lfilled and the Savior is revealed. 

- But Easter is not just an annual 
liday, to be prepared for, celebrated, 
id then forgotten. Easter is not sim- 
an event. Easter is the founda- 
on of the Christian faith, the dyna- 
ic of the Christian life. Easter Day 
deed has come and gone. But the 
aning of Easter abides. 

- That meaning may well be 
med up in the one word: life. 
‘this joyous proclamation of life to 
nich the Psalmist gives voice in our 
xt: “I shall not die, but live.” We 
all not die, but live, because we have 
living God, who justified us by rais- 
’Z up our Redeemer, who is a God 
jot of the dead but of the living.” 
‘e shall not die, but live, because we 
ive a living Savior, who has assured 
, “Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
- Jesus is not a dead hero, a noble 
lartyr, a living legend. He is a living 
ord. As His life is real, so His res- 
Nrection is real. And as His resur- 
ction is real, so will our resurrection 
ato life be real. 

_ Easter means, therefore, that we 
in hope: hope in the abiding power 
His resurrection in our lives; hope 
the resurrection of our own bodies 
‘om the grave; hope in the glad re- 
tion with our loved ones on the 
urrection morn; hope in the eternal 
sion of our resurrected Lord. Easter 
ans that we can make the Psalmist’s 
ype ours: “I shall not die, but live.” 
' But Easter also means witness. 
ith the Psalmist we must also “de- 
are the works of the Lord.” 

- The works of the Lord — His 
eation and providence, His love and 
‘demption, His grace and power — 
2 must declare by the unashamed 
stimony of our lips and by the wit- 
ess of our new life in Him. 

In Easter we have the promise of 
ie and an immortal hope. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Gesu Said 


“Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” LUKE 23:34. 


rom Gethsemane we go at once to 

Golgotha. The black betrayal of 
Judas, the cowardly denial of Peter, 
the iniquitous condemnation by the 
chief council, the unspeakable scourg- 
ing, the mockery of the crown of 
thorns, the reluctantly spoken death 
sentence of Pontius Pilate, the sad 
procession to the place of execution — 
all these have occurred. The cross 
has been laid on the ground, the inno- 
cent victim is placed on it. The nails 
are driven through hands and feet. 
While the flesh is pierced, there rings 
out the prayer from the lips of the 
Sufferer: “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” 

The Crucified One prays for the 
soldiers whose revolting task it was to 
inflict the bloody suffering on Him. 
Perhaps they were used to it; cruci- 
fixion was practiced quite commonly 
by the Romans in punishing non-Ro- 
man malefactors; the soldiers of the 
Jerusalem garrison may often have 
been called on to perform this most 
cruel sort of execution. But what- 
ever the feelings and emotions of the 
soldiers were, Jesus prays that what 
they do may be forgiven them; they 
were ignorant, He says, of what was 
involved in their action. 

Yes, they did not know that the 
Person whom they were torturing was 
entirely pure, holy, stainless. Still less 
were they aware that He was not 
merely a human being, but that He 
was the God-Man, the One in whom 
“the fullness of the godhead dwelleth 
bodily.” That He made the claim of 
being the Messiah they might have 
heard from someone, but the meaning 
of the term undoubtedly was a riddle 
to them. What they were engaged in 
was devilish, heinous, superdamnable, 
but they knew not its real nature. 

And He prays for them. In His 
heart there is compassion, sorrow, a 
yearning to bestow blessings even on 
those who were inflicting indescribable 
pain on Him. It is an index of His 
thoughts in general. He who could 


have called down fire and brimstone 


from heaven to destroy all His 
enemies suffers patiently. He endures 
agony not because He has to, but be- 
cause He, as the Bearer of the world’s 
sins, wants to. He loves us. Do we 
love Him? Do we, like Him, pray for 
those who hurt us? 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” Matt. 
6:9, 10: 


Paez we do not all realize it, but 
when we pray the first three peti- 
tions of the Lord’s Prayer, we are 
praying for doomsday, or, to use Lu- 
ther’s happier phrase, “the dear Last 
Day.” The first three petitions are all 
centered in God—His name, His 
reign, His will — and all implore di- 
vine action, and they all (most un- 
mistakably the third) point to the 
end of days. 

God’s name is hallowed when God 
acts, so acts in mercy and in wrath, 
in redemption and in judgment, that 
all the doubts and blasphemies which 
have obscured and defiled His glory 
among men are finally and forever 
swept away, when every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess that He 
is Lord, at the end of days. God’s 
kingdom comes, in the full and per- 
fect sense, when every will and work 
which opposes Him has been over- 
come and destroyed and He reigns 
supreme and reigns alone, when all 
His exultant subjects can cry out at 
last, “We give Thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty . .. because Thou hast 
taken to Thee Thy great power and 
hast reigned.” 

When all of that is done, then 
God’s will is done on earth as it is 
in heaven, then the whole creation in 
sweet consent will unite in the per- 
fected obedience of the angels who 
delight to do His will; then God will 
be All in all. 

This is not something different 
from what we have learned to pray 
for in our Catechism, but it is the 
basis of it; for we pray for God’s 
kingdom, for His perfected and 
eternal reign, not as greedy onlookers 
who are looking for “pie in the sky,” 
who are interested in His kingdom 
for what we get out of it; we pray 
as sons who unite our wills with God’s 
own will. 

And therefore our doomsday 
prayer shapes our everyday: the goal 
we Walk toward and long for marks 
our path here and now and sets our 
feet here and now in ways upon which 
the glory of God’s new world already 
shines, so that even now a bit of God’s 
new world, in which His will is done, 
appears on earth, and men glorify our 
Father who is in heaven. 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


“As Newborn Babes” 


The First Sunday after Easter (April 8) takes its 
special liturgical name from the opening Latin words of 
the Introit: Quasi-modo-geniti, “As newborn babes, desire 
the sincere milk of the Word.” (The Lutheran Hymnal, 
page 69.) This exhortation of the Apostle Peter in his 
First Epistle General (chapter 2, verse 2) the disciple of 
the Lord will gladly follow. As newborn babes avidly suck 
in their mother’s milk and thereby thrive physically, so 
the Christian will eagerly nourish his new life with the 
divine Word and thereby grow spiritually. 


This Word is “sincere.” There is nothing foreign in it, 
nothing spurious. It has the Maker’s stamp on it: pure, 
unadulterated. This Word regenerates the heart, gives 
peace of mind to the distressed, satisfies the deepest long- 
ings of the soul. It resolves doubts, routs temptations, dis- 
pels fear. It comforts in trouble, strengthens and preserves 
faith, wards off the onslaught of the Archenemy. This 
Word is the divine antibiotic which destroys the bacteria 
of sin, a healing medicine in the last bitter hour. 


The Word of our God is not a dead letter, but spirit 
and life. It is not a mere directional signal, but energizing 
power. It is God’s only channel for His grace in Christ 
Jesus. Even the Sacraments derive their effectiveness only 
from the Word. It has no substitute. While commentaries 
and devotional books may enlighten and aid, the Word 
is the primary source. Fire may destroy, floods may sweep 
away our earthly possessions, but the Word of the Lord 
abideth forever. 


Happy they who “desire the sincere milk of the Word,” 
yes, thrice happy they who daily, diligently, “read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest’ God’s treasure of treasures. 


The Nation’s Farmers 


The first days of April are anxious days for the Amer- 
ican farmer. He is at the mercy of forces beyond his 
control. He needs several weeks of favorable weather to 
work his ground and to plant his crops. Like all pro- 
ducers of raw materials, the farmer must risk a substantial 
investment of time and resources against unpredictable 
consumer demands. The outcome of all his labors will 
not be known until the wind and the rain and the sun 
have determined his harvest. 

A spokesman for the National Farmers Union has 
pointed out that farmers annually use more steel than the 
auto industry, more petroleum products than any other 
single industry, 50 million tons of chemicals, enough rubber 
to put tires on six million cars, and electrical power 
equivalent to that used by Chicago, Detroit, Baltimore, 
and Houston combined. 


The nation’s five million farmers who provide the 


materials for feeding and clothing all the rest of us are. 


The nation’s farming program merits 
nonpartisan consideration of our 


important people. 
the most careful, 
lawmakers. 
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Above all, let us pray that God may bless the labow} 
of the husbandman, grant seasonable weather that 
may gather in the fruits of the earth, and enable him 
realize from his hard toils a profit that squares with o 
national economy. 


Keep the Light Burning 


We once read the story of an aged mother who le 
a lamp burning in her window night after night. Hew 
only son had left home many years before; yet she haf 
never abandoned the hope that he would return. The ligh 
in her window was her way of saying that she was waitin | 
for him and would gladly receive him at any hour. ~ | 

The God of love has also lighted a light to serve as § 
beckoning beacon to the wayward sons of men. It is th | 
inviting light of the Gospel, which tells of Jesus’ all 
sufficient atonement for the sins of men and God’s willing 
ness to receive into His grace all who come to Him wit 
penitent and believing hearts. 

In His loving-kindness Jesus has also deigned to cal 
us, His followers, the light of the world, who by word 
deed, and example are to reflect and radiate the forgivi f 
love of God, which has shined into our hearts, to oui 
environment and to the world at large. Our task is to tell 
conscience-stricken and peace-seeking sinners that Got 
desires to call them out of the chilly darkness of unbelieé 
to the cheering fireside of His grace. Only so can they 
be preserved from eternal death. Keep the light burnt 


Better Than Life 


We are living in days of tension and uncertainty that 
cause many of us to readjust our scale of values. 
Announcements concerning the death-dealing power of the 
hydrogen bomb move us and people throughout the world 
to focus attention chiefly on the struggle for survival. 
We are inclined to forget all else that is of value a d’ 
to think only about preserving our lives and the lives of 
those who are near and dear to us. To be alive and to 
stay alive—who among us is not attaching primary 
importance to that today? 

But these days after Easter teach us to value some 
thing else higher than life itself. We view our risen Lord 
and we remember that He did not cling tenaciously to life, 
but rather gave Himself into death for us. He gave 
life so that we might have grace. He would therefor 
teach us to place one thing higher on our priority list than 
even our life — His grace. He would lead us on the way 
of the broken and contrite heart, which feels the wretched: 
ness of its sin, and on the way of faith, which looks to Hin 
for forgiveness. 

Let us follow this guidance and direction of our riser 
Savior! Let us be so eager for His forgiveness that we 
will pant for it with our last breath, if need be. Let 
place such a high premium on His mercy that we cai 
say: “Lord, if I have Thee, I ask for nothing else in heave 
or on earth.” 
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OOSE LEAVES 


Ceremonies 


The Augsburg Confession, Article Seven, states that it 
not necessary “that human traditions, rites or cere- 
onies, instituted by men, should be everywhere alike.” 
We adhere to the Augsburg Confession, and we par- 
cularly like Article Seven. In fact, I’ve often wondered 
we don’t like that article better than all the rest. “No- 
ody’s gonna tell me what to do,” we say, with all the 
urage of Luther appearing before the emperor at Worms. 
Furthermore, what we believe we also practice — em- 
atically at times. How often have you heard (or dare 
ou admit you’ve said it yourself?), “A man can wear a 
dort coat in the pulpit if he wants to, or [and this we 
y a little less righteously] he can wear a chasuble if he 
sires. So long as he preaches the Gospel and administers 
ne Sacraments properly, it doesn’t make any difference 
that he does.” 

That’s what we call “evangelical freedom.” Ceremonies 

nd all that go with them are nonessentials, and one can 
ke them or leave them. That’s the way we like it, and 
nat’s the way we want to keep it. Three cheers for Article 
seven! 

But hold on a minute! Suppose that every congregation 

the ULCA really took that particular article to heart. 
suppose every pastor took it into his head to do just what 
se wanted in the services each Lord’s day, making sure 
mly that “the Gospel is rightly preached and the Sacra- 
nents properly administered.” 

Can you imagine what the result would be? Ceremonial 
marchy! “If it gets more people into the church, the only 
ule we'll follow is—anything’ goes.” Can’t you see the 
utcome? At one end of town “Joe Doakes, our friendly 
vastor,” will enter a lion’s cage and preach on “Who’s 
ifraid of the Big Bad Lion.” Up at Saint Adiaphora’s-on- 
he-Hill, Father Formaldehyde will inaugurate the Annual 
Yovena in Commemoration of the Marburg Colloquy. 

I don’t have to go on. You see the point. It is essential 
hat we all understand the seventh article of the Augsburg 
Sonfession as it was meant, not as a certificate for cere- 
aonial carelessness, but as a measure which forbids the 
inding of consciences. 

We soon find that while we want no one to tell us what 
ve must do, it makes for good order if someone will sug- 
est what we should do. Once we adopt this attitude, we 
Ae find that our fear of excessive extremes is not so ter- 
ible. 

Thus three American bodies could get together in 1888 
nd produce the Common Service, a form of worship used 
yy most American Lutherans today. We find too that be- 
ause people who know about such matters take time to 
tudy and think on these things, we can follow their rec- 
mmendations and achieve a degree of uniformity not 
nding upon our consciences but conducive to good order. 

After all, we take pride in the fact that we ean go into 
Lutheran church in almost any section of the country and 
ind things much the same as back home. ...The church 
dheres to Article Seven, yet tries to improve standards of 
aste and practice in worship. 

Today the whole church is becoming worship-conscious. 
t recognizes that the days of informality, often filled with 
entimental emotionalism, are at an end. In their place, 
he church feels the need of a type of service which we Lu- 
herans have done much to perpetuate. ; 

Dr. Enagar S. Brown, JR., 

Secretary of the Department of Worship, 
United Lutheran Church, 

in The Lutheran 
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L Cor. 6: 10; Gal. 5: 21; Eph. 5:18; Phil. 3:19. 
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Whats the Anum? 


Question: Since God in the Fourth Commandment promised 
a long life to respectful children, must we conclude that 
those who die young did not give their parents due honor? 


Answer: No. When God takes pious children out 
of this world, it would be wrong for us to suspect 
them of disrespect for their parents. God has ways 
of His own, also with young children (Is. 55:8, 9; 
John 13:7). Perhaps He does this because He fore- 
sees that a longer life in this evil world would harm 
their souls (Is. 57:1). In return, He bestows on them 
greater spiritual blessings and ‘eternal bliss. In any 
case, we have God’s assurance that whatever He does 
works together for our good (Romans 8). Not only 
is an early death an early entrance into heaven for 
the children, but for their parents, relatives, and 
friends it is a solemn call from heaven to number 
their own days and apply their hearts unto wisdom 
(Ps. 90:12; 1 Cor. 11:32; Heb. 12:6,11). Under any 
circumstance, we should willingly, even though tear- 
fully, join Job in praying: “The Lord gave, the Lord 
hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord” 
(Job 1:21). 


Question: On what Biblical passages do we base our 
practice of using pledge cards, sealed pledges, and en- 
velopes? 


Answer: There are no such passages. These de- 
vices are tools used by Christian congregations to 
help their members toward a better performance of 
their stewardship obligations. Theoretically, one can 
give just as generously without using these devices. 
Practically, they are a fine aid to us in overcoming 
our unwilling and ungenerous old Adam, who is only 
too ready to shortchange the Lord and to spend the 
money for material needs or pleasures. The making 
of a pledge is at the same time a strong incentive 
to keep it. As Christians we want to keep our prom- 
ises, particularly those made to the Lord. And the 
weekly envelopes give every member an opportunity 
to give proportionately and regularly, also for the 
Sundays on which he cannot come to church. Evan- 
gelically used, these devices are truly helpful. 


Question: Can a person who shortens his or someone else's 
life be saved? And is it a sin to eat, drink, or indulge 
in something that will hurt one’s life? 


Answer: The answer is yes in both cases. Yet if 
a person deliberately plots self-destruction, with the 
thought of repenting before he dies, he may find it 
difficult after the deed has been done to believe in 
God’s pardon. His conscience will crucify him for 
trying to deceive God. We cannot repent at will. 
Faith in God’s forgiveness is God’s work, not ours. 

‘Regarding your second question, I refer you to 
the following Scripture passages in which God for- 
bids or denies salvation to those who become slaves 
of the sins you mention: Luke 21:34; Acts 16:28; 


0. E.S. 


THE FRANK CHEZ STORY 


he Adult Bible Class at Redeemer 

Church, Ontario, Calif., was re- 

cently studying St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Colossians. In explaining that 
“putting on bowels of mercies” meant 
more than just an outward show of 
sympathy, a man commented that to 
him the words were well exemplified 
by an extraordinary happening in our 
congregation right at that time. 

The previous night he had taken 
his turn in sitting with Frank Chez, 
a fellow member, hospitalized and in 
a coma following a serious heart at- 
tack. Men, women, and couples were 
volunteering their services to sit at 
Frank’s bedside, because Frank could 
not be left alone. 

The expense of round-the-clock 
private nursing care loomed as an in- 
surmountable mountain to Mrs. Chez. 
She grasped at straws. “Would mem- 
bers of the congregation take turns 
sitting with Frank?” 

When her call for help reached the 
church office, our faith was weak. 
How could we possibly expect men 
to give up time from a workday 
when they were pressed to take care 
of their own family, home, and church 
duties? Where would we find enough 
men? 

The Holy Spirit caused something 
wonderful to happen in the congrega- 
tion. The elders and the chairman of 
the Women’s League started calling. 
One by one the responses came from 
men, women, and couples of the con- 
gregation, from neighbors and friends. 

Whenever the pastor visited the 
hospital, he heard the man or woman 
at Frank’s bedside speak of the per- 
sonal “lift” received in helping an- 
other Christian. 

To see a patient’s co-workers in 
Christ “letting their lights so shine” 
was a source of constant amazement 
to the attending physician. “How can 
you get your people out in such a 
wonderful way?” he asked. 

Yes, the people came. There was 
complete coverage 24 hours a day 
until Frank Chez died a week later. 
And volunteers to stand vigil with 
Frank had placed their names on an 
advance schedule for 48 more hours 
to help the brother in faith during 
his critical illness. He has now 
reached his eternal home. He no 
longer “sees through a glass darkly,” 
but is “face to face” with his heavenly 
Father. 

Another sequel to this service was 
written a few Saturdays ago when 
a 12-man crew of amateur roofers 
from the congregation gathered at the 
Chez home to reroof the house. “It 
was wonderful!” one worker reported. 
“In four hours we finished a job 
which we had figured would take 
all day.” 

Through the needs of a sainted 
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fellow member we have learned a 
little more than we knew before 
what St. Paul knew by revelation: 
“The greatest of these is love.” 


L. P. RupoupeH, Pastor 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Ontario, Calif. 


Ww W W 


One of the girls in our confirma- 
tion class noticed the peculiar ar- 
rangement of three W’s in Eph. 5: 
25-27. These simple words, so easily 
understood by children, so full of 
promise and meaning for the Chris- 
tians, so necessary in a day and age 
which despises God’s method of sav- 
ing rebellious people, are Washing, 
Water, Word. 

Of what does Baptism consist? 
Water and Word. And what does it 
bring about? Washing. 

What happens in Baptism? The 
minister applies water to the person 
to be baptized and uses the Word of 
God: “I baptize you in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost.” Baptism washes 
away our sin, and we stand before 
God justified, sins forgiven, adopted 
into God’s family. 

Shall I value and treasure my 
Baptism, or was it just one of those 
things? I shall treasure my Baptism 
very highly. God used Baptism to 
bring about a wonderful change in 
my heart, and that change was the 
change from unbelief to that miracu- 
lous faith and trust in Jesus as my 
one and only Sin-Bearer, Substitute, 
and Savior. 

Where were we born? Where was 
I born? In two places. Strange? 
No. In one I was born and saw the 
light of day; in another I was adopted 
into a new family, the family of the 
Triune God. How? When my sins 
were washed away in Baptism. Shall 
I celebrate my second birthday, the 
day of my Baptism into my heavenly 
Father’s family? 


F. L. NEEse, Student Pastor 
Columbia, Mo. 


THE MAN WHO HAD 
NO TIME 


I’m sorry, I haven’t the time!” he 
said when asked to stop a while and 
think about the Word of God, and 
how it tells men that they are freed 
from sin through the blood of Jesus 
Christ. He could not wait to hear the 
promises of God which give men life 
eternal if they take the time to follow 
Christ. 

“T’m sorry, I haven’t the time!” he 
said when asked to say a prayer after 
his meals and to thank God for each 
day filled with grace. 
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“T’m sorry, I haven’t the time!” h 


said when a friend inquired if h 
would come to God’s house on Sunda 
and feed his soul on the bread of life 


cattle; the fields had to be ploughe 
and the crops sown. God must kno 
that in his busy life of caring for hi 
farm or working in the school or th 
bank he had no time. And Sunda 
was his day of rest. That day was hi 
for relaxation . . . to go fishing o 
driving and visiting his friends. 
God must know all this! No tim 
at all for God! A good-living fello 
with a keen sense of responsibility t 
his country, his family, and his com- 
munity ... but simply no time fol 
God! 
And as he waited on Judgmen 
Day to hear the Judge’s verdict on hig 
life he felt himself “a little on the 
edge of things.” He wanted to tell 
the judge about that farm and tho 
cattle, the crops and the school, the 
bank, the fishing, driving, and visiting 
that had taken all his time. But or 
every occasion that he drew near and 
opened his mouth to explain the 
Almighty Judge glanced quickly at 
him and said: “I’m sorry, I haven’t 
the time! I have to attend to all these 
people who had time to live and dig 
for Me. I have to bless the family 
who gave their richest possessions 
their children — for Me. I have to at 
tend to this widow who gave all. . 
all of the little that she had . . . for 
Me. I have to dispense My love te 
this man who took the time to use his 
farm, his goods, and his cattle to feed 
the poor, to tend the helpless, and 
comfort the sorrowing .. . I’m sorry 
I haven’t the time!” | 
And as that man turned away and 
went sorrowful and sorrowing dowr 
the broad path into the world of the 
dark abyss he heard the haunting 
echo and re-echo of his own words 
and the words of the Almighty Judge 
sounding hollow and forlorn in the 
empty stillness . . . a stillness broker 
only by the sobbing and wailing o! 
some God-forsaken soul, “I’m sorry 
I haven’t the time!” — Frep K. in The 
Lutheran Standard. 


Daily Prayer | 


Lord, help me every day 
More fervently to pray, 

More graciously to live, 
More gen’rously to give. 

If, through my life, folks see 
The love of Christ in me, 
They, too, may want to know 
The way that they should go 
To find their soul’s content. 
Lord, help them to repent, . 
And fill their hearts with love 
Like unto Thine above! 


Lovisre HanssLtER SOMMER 
Normal, Ill 


& Feeligious NEWS 


STUDIO os 


33d Convention of the Brazil District of Synod met at Seminario Concordia, Porto Alegre 


Delegates to the 33d convention of 
Brazil District of Synod met at 
ainario Concordia, Porto Alegre, 
juary 22—29. Preaching in the 
rman language for the opening 
vice, Rev. Harold A. Ott, synodical 
retary for Latin American Mis- 
1s, exhorted members of the Dis- 
‘ to work at their unfinished task 
h courage. Synod was also repre- 
ted by Edwin T. Schumm, Finan- 
. Secretary of the Board for Mis- 
qs in North and South America. 
“The Priesthood of All Believers” 
s the subject of the convention 
ay delivered by Rev. John Win- 
le. Dr. Rodolfo F. Hasse, who 
sided over the sessions, reported 
t the District’s 84,024 souls and 
)00 communicants are served by 
pastors and 30 teachers. Last year 
, adults were received as members. 
One of the principal resolutions 
ypted by the convention calls for 
- seminary’s separation from the 
lege in Porto Alegre and its reloca- 
2 in a thriving suburb of the city 
well as the establishment of an- 
er preparatory college and semi- 
*y near Rio de Janeiro to serve 
tral and northern Brazil. These 
ns await synodical endorsement. 

According to Rev. Victor Lehen- 
ier, Secretary of the District’s Mis- 
n Board, congregations previously 
fanized with a nucleus of German 
therans in Recife, Salvador, Goia- 
, and Belo Horizonte, “are making 


PRIL 10, 1956 


fine progress.” New missions have 
been opened in Belem, Manaus, and 
Fortaleza. The Lutheran Hour con- 
tributes in a large measure to make 
our church known in Brazil. 

The generous donation received 
from the LWML was distributed to 
the various areas of the District. In 
1954 the members of the Lutheran 
Church in Brazil contributed 9,870,000 
cruzeiros ($151,846) for home pur- 
poses and almost a million ($15,385) 
for the support of students and other 
outside purposes. It was resolved to 
create a “Bank of God” in which 
members will deposit money for 
building chapels and schools. 

Our people are contributing more 
liberally, and we are harvesting more 
souls. To be sure, much remains to 
be done, but as we graduate more 
pastors and teachers, immense par- 
ishes can be divided, and the spiritual 
level of our members should rise 
appreciably. GEorRGE J. MUELLER 


Nine American church officials 
visited Russia for ten days in March 
to confer with Christian leaders of 
the Soviet Union. The trip for the 


American churchmen, sponsored by - 


the National Council of Churches, 
was made at the invitation of Patri- 
arch Alexei of Moscow, head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. Dr. Eu- 
gene Carson Blake of Philadelphia, 
Council president, headed the group. 
In June a Russian Orthodox delega- 
tion will visit the U.S. 
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The constitution of the new 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan assures 
religious freedom to Christians and 
members of other minority groups. 
That nation, almost 86% Moslem, is 
now an independent unit in the 
British Commonwealth. After eight 
years of discussion by two successive 
constituent assemblies, the charter 
was signed four days before the elec- 
tion of the first president of the new 
state: Maj. Gen. Uskander Mirza, who 
took office March 23. The constitution 
stipulates that the president must be 
a Moslem, in deference to the religion 
of the majority. 

The largest minority group are the 
Hindus, numbering about 13% of the 
total population of 76,000,000. The 
528,000 Christians — 300,000 Protes- 
tant and the remainder Roman Cath- 
olics — represent only seven tenths of 
one per cent of the population. 


In 47 years Herman Fleckenstein, 
a member of Trinity Church, Port- 
land, missed church services there 
only four times: once when he at- 
tended services at Seaside, Oreg., 
where his brother-in-law, Rev. W. F. 
Georg, was vacancy pastor; once 
when upon entering church he re- 
ceived news of his brother’s death 
and left; and twice when he was ill. 

“He was perhaps one to whom the 
Lord entrusted few talents, but who 
used those few to 
the fullest extent,” 
his niece, Mrs, Earl 
Muck, writes in the 
Northwest District 
Edition of the Wir- 


Ness. “No usher 
was appointed for 
the balcony at 


church, for it was 
known that my 
uncle would take 
care of the balcony 
and be there more 
than an hour before 
services started. He was at his post 
even the Sunday before his death of 
coronary thrombosis on January 21.” 

Mr. Fleckenstein, born in Alex- 
andria, Va., March 5, 1874, was one of 
eight children of Rev. and Mrs. Emil 
Fleckenstein. In 1908 Herman Fleck- 
enstein went to Portland, where he 
was employed as a messenger. Un- 
married, he resided with a sister, 
Mrs. W. F. Georg. 


Herman Fleckenstein 
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COURTESY, WCCO-TV, ST. PAUL & MINNEAPOLIS 


DEAF AND BLIND, MISS VERA GAMMON, 
a member of Calvary Lutheran Church for the 
Deaf, Minneapolis, appeared on ‘‘Strike It 
Rich”’ over a national CBS program, Janu- 
ary 30, when the program originated from 
Station WCCO-TV in the Twin Cities for the 
winter carnival. In sign language Miss Gam- 
mon spoke through her pastor and interpreter, 
Rev. George R. Kraus (left). She demonstrated 
signing and reading in Braille the hymn 
“‘When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.’’ Through 
the program Colgate-Palmolive Co. gave her 
$360 for hearing-aid equipment for her con- 
gregation’s Sunday school, and the Maico Co. 
presented her with a complete Maico auditory 
training unit. Warren Hull, master of cere- 
monies for ‘‘Strike It Rich,’’ is on the right. 


Acceptance of the $25,000 Stalin 
Peace Prize by Rev. Ragnar Forbech, 
assistant pastor at the Lutheran Ca- 
thedral in Oslo, has stirred a new 
controversy inside and outside the 
Norwegian Church. In thanking the 
Stalin Prize Committee in Moscow, 
Forbech said in a published letter 
that “a great majority in Norway re- 
joiced at this award in spite of oppo- 
sition from reactionary forces,” ac- 
cording to the Press Service of the 
Norwegian Institute for Inter-Church 
Relations. 

Bishop Johannes Smemo of Oslo, 
primate of the Church of Norway, 
publicly criticizing the Moscow-hon- 
ored pastor, declared that “everyone 
in his sound mind and with a neutral 
judgment knows that the reaction 
among the majority is not one of joy, 
but of anxiety, alarm, and even 
stronger feelings. The people cannot 
understand that an institution asso- 
ciated with a political dictator’s name 
can further world peace.” 

His retort to Bishop Smemo’s re- 
marks was that the differences in 
their opinions may be “partly due to 
the fact that the Bishop has his main 
contact among the Christians and 
I among the workers of the country.” 
This exchange, the Press Service 
stated, caused several leaders of the 
church to support the bishop and to 
claim that the church voice its oppo- 
sition against Pastor Forbech. 


Enrollments in North American 
parochial schools of Synod now stand 
at 119,170, Dr. A. C. Stellhorn, Synod’s 
Secretary of Schools, announced. The 
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pupils are registered in 1,195 schools 
and taught by 3,975 teachers. 

The Missouri Synod now has 37.1% 
of the total number of 3,217 parish 
schools within North American Prot- 
estantism and 82.7% of all Lutheran 
schools, which number 1,444. Dr. Stell- 
horn reports that the U.S. Office of 
Education and the Census Bureau 
point out that between 1948 and 1954 
enrollment in private and parochial 
schools increased at a rate more than 
twice that of public schools. 


The Christian Advocate, official 
weekly of the Methodist Church, will 
be replaced this fall by “a new and 
strikingly different family monthly of 
‘informative, inspirational, and devo- 
tional’ matter,” Lovick Pierce of 
Nashville, administrative head of the 
Methodist Publishing House, an- 
nounced. The new paper, he said, 
would also replace The Pastor, a 
Methodist journal for ministers and 
lay leaders. One of the oldest reli- 
gious journals in the U. S., the Chris- 
tian Advocate’s regular editions run 
to 300,000 copies of 32 pages. 


Most Methodists believe there 
should be no segregation in the 
church, according to a poll conducted 
by Dr. Murray H. Leiffer of Garrett 
Biblical Institute, Evanston, Ill. The 
results of the questionnaire, sent to 
a representative section of the Metho- 
dist membership over the country, 
were published in the Christian Ad- 
vocate. 

A total of 56.4% favored removing 
“all barriers, receiving into the local 
church all who meet the tests of char- 
acter and take membership vows, re- 
gardless of economic status or race.” 
Only 16% advocated “all churches 
serve either Negroes or whites ex- 
clusively.” 

The approval of segregation came 
in greatest number from the South- 
east; 80% of replies favoring the 
abolition of segregation came from 
the Western states. Persons in the 
18—24 age group voted 67.3% for all- 
inclusive churches as compared with 
53.4% in the over-65 bracket. College 
graduates were 61% in favor of de- 
segregation, against 46.8% among 
those with less than a high school 
education. 

The question of segregation in 
churches is expected to be a major 
topic at the Methodist General Con- 
ference in Minneapolis in April. 


Dr. Louis P. Lochner, Pulitzer 
prize winner, for many years Asso- 
ciated Press chief in Berlin, and a 
member of the Editorial Board of the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS, is the author of 
Always the Unexpected. This re- 
cently published book of his news- 
gathering experiences gives interest- 
ing sidelights on outstanding figures 
whom Dr. Lochner has interviewed in 
the past four decades. 
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Budget receipts of $538,124 fo) 
February, 1956, from 32 North Amer: 
ican Districts of Synod were 46.759 
more than they were for the cor. 
responding month in 1955, Charles E 
Groerich, Assistant Treasurer, an 
nounced. However, in order to mee 
the 1956 budget of $12,900,000 by th 
end of this fiscal year, monthly in 
come should approximate $1,075,000 
he stated. 

The increase for the first month 9 
Synod’s new fiscal year, the highes 
on record, Mr. Groerich attributes ¢ 
the results of the combined Fisca 
Conference and Meeting of Distrie¢ 
Visitors in St. Paul last summer, a 
well as to the present “Venture 6 
Faith” program of Synod. 


A $6,000,000 temple of the Churel 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saint 
was dedicated in Los Angeles i 
March. David O. McKay, 82-year-ol 
president of the church, congratw 
lated thousands of California fel 
low members for their “devotion a 
readiness to sacrifice,’ which madé 
possible the financing and construe 
tion of the temple, largest which the 
Mormons have built. 

The temple has 90 rooms, a 257- 
foot tower tipped by a 15-foot golds 
leaf statue of the Mormon Angél 
Moroni, a stainless steel baptis 
font large enough for immersions ané 
borne on the backs of 12 bronze oxen 
in life-size sculpture. The auditorium 
on the third floor seats 2,600. (Seé 
WITNEsS, January 17, 1956, pp. 4, 5.) 


DON FAULKNER! 


NATIONAL AWARD FOR THE ADVANCEMED 
OF RACIAL TOLERANCE from the Women's 
Research Guild was presented to Rev. Byre 
P. Wallschlaeger, pastor of Grace Church, 
Francisco, by Mrs. Marguerite Hickey, adv 
tising manager of the San Francisco Meo 
Building, March 6. Instrumental in the receif 
of the award are Mr. and Mrs. Lendar D 
and their son Chester, who joined the loc 
congregation after seeing “This Is the Life” 
over Station KGO-TV, where the award was) 
made. The Dent family, impressed by the) 
racial-tolerance episodes in Synod’s TV ser 
found that ‘‘our fears that we would not | 
accepted by the church of our choice bece 
we are Negroes were completely unfounded. 
Mr. Dent now serves on the board of eld 
of the parish and on a committee of the San 
Francisco Lutheran Interchurch Council. 


MARSHALL PHOTOS 


‘CHES OF VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY’S NEW CHAPEL-AUDITORIUM TO COST $950,000, OF WHICH $750,000 IS THE GIFT OF THE MEMBERS 
SYNOD THROUGH THE “‘BUILDING FOR CHRIST’’ FUND: Left: View toward the narthex shows the louvered walls and the staggered side balcony 
good acoustics, the suspended organ balcony where the $70,000 organ will be located, and the double balcony in the distance. — Center: 
rior of the chapel will be 390 feet long, 65 feet wide, 85 feet high in the nave, and 10 feet higher in the chancel. The building will be 
tructed of stone, with glass areas between the louvered wall sections. The bell tower, supporting the cross, will contain a set of 35 bells, to 
jupplemented later with a complete carillon. Beneath the cross and below the chancel will be a smaller chapel to‘be financed by the Guild 
nen. This chapel for private devotions of students will have pews for 270 people and room for a capacity of 460. — Right: Behind the 
icel a glass wall will tower to a height of 95 feet. The altar stands seven feet above the level of the nave to enable 2,000 worshipers 
liew the altar. The pulpit is at the left.— The architect, Charles Edward Stahde and Associates, Chicago, will submit final plans to Val- 
jiso’s Board of Trustees on May 12, and bids will be accepted shortly thereafter. Construction, estimated to take a year, will begin in late 
mer. The estimated cost does not include furnishings, bell tower, and pool. 
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Restoration work at Wartburg 
tle, near Eisenach, the famous re- 
‘t where Martin Luther found 
ige after the Diet of Worms and 
sre he translated the New Testa- 
at into colloquial German, was 
orted as completed by the Soviet- 
man News Agency ADN. The 
oration was begun in 1952 after 
East German government had an- 
nced its “suardianship” of the 
le as a “national cultural place.” 
Wartburg Castle is owned by the 
-tburg Foundation, jointly spon- 
od by the City of Eisenach, the 
e of Thuringia, and the Evangeli- 
Lutheran Church of Thuringia. 


The suburban population of the 
5. now stands at 45,100,000 and will 
ch 83,400,000 by 1975, according to 
‘Bulletin ‘of the American Associa- 
1 of Fund-Raising Counsel. The 
"easing population shift may re- 
re the building of approximately 
100 new suburban churches in the 
t 20 years. 


A poll of three Lutheran denomi- 
ions planning to merge in 1960 
The American Lutheran Church 
chosen Minneapolis as its head- 
rters city, and the Joint Union 
nmittee of the merging bodies — 
American Lutheran Church, the 


ngelical Lutheran Church, and 
- United Evangelical Lutheran 
irch — has approved the site. 


ineavolis outpolled Chicago 5,202 
2,249 in the survey conducted 
ong pastors and congregations. 
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Seven ministers this spring made 
an aerial survey of Cleveland and its 
suburbs to help determine the best 
possible locations for new churches. 
It was said to be the first time in the 
history of Synod’s Central District 
that an attempt had been made by 
airplane to spot mission locations. 

Leader of the delegation was 
Dr. W. C. Birkner of Fort Wayne, 
Executive Secretary of the District’s 
Mission Church Extension Board. 
The other six were local pastors. 

Joseph Neibert, member of a 
Cleveland congregation, piloted the 
party and at the pastors’ suggestions 
pinpointed on a map possible locations 
for new missions. 


Synod’s Mission in the Philippines 
announced in March that Rev. Bruce 
D. Cassler, formerly in general parish 
work in Manila, has been assigned to 
do missionary work among students 
in that city. 

His campus ministry is centered at 
the government-sponsored Univer- 
sity of the Philippines, but private 


and church-related institutions of 
higher learning are also included. 
“Greater Manila,’ Pastor Cassler 


wrote Synod’s Student Service Com- 
mission, “abounds in universities and 
colleges, with an approximate enroll- 
ment of 50,000 students.” He will 
devote half of his time to teaching 
at Synod’s seminary in Manila. 


An interracial conference planned 
as a “pilot project” to help solve the 
problem of desegregating the public 
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schools of Austin, Tex., was held by 
the Austin Council of Churches. The 
council president said that most Texas 
denominations officially favor inte- 
gration. Dr. Irby Caruth, head of the 
Austin public school system, told the 
130 white and Negro citizens at the 
meeting that integration is a “problem 
everyone must take in stride.” 
Austin high schools began accept- 
ing Negro students last fall, but most 
young Negroes have continued, by 
their own choice, to attend the school 
formerly maintained for them alone. 


About 60,000,000 people over the 
world have seen the “Martin Luther” 
film, Evangelical sources in Germany 
announced early in March. Since 1954 
more than 5,000,000 moviegoers in 
West Germany saw the movie. 


The Roman Catholic Church 
has 469,630,000 members, 416,000 
churches, 385,219 priests, 65,328 stu- 
dents preparing for the priesthood, 
19,183 religious communities of men 
with 210,448 members, and 72,135 
communities of women with 950,895 
nuns, according to the church’s first 
management audit, prepared by the 
American Institute of Management 
and reported early this year. 


Racial integration should not be 
forced into existence, Rev. Gerald 
Francis Burrill, Episcopal Bishop of 
Chicago, said at a retreat in New 
Orleans. People should be willing to 
do the right thing because God wants 
them to do so, the bishop proclaimed, 
not because a law is forcing them. 


fe 


Books 


Ethics of Decision: An Introduction to 
Christian Ethics. By George W. 
Forell. Muhlenberg Press. xviii and 
158 pages. $2.50. 


After sketching the confusion of val- 
ues which marks our age, the author 
discusses (1) the life of man under the 
Law: the various man-made ethics, an- 
cient and modern, and the Law of God, 
which man, corrupted by original sin, 
cannot fulfill. Then (2), adopting the 
pattern of Luther’s Treatise on Good 
Works. he shows how the Ten Command- 
ments can guide the Christian under 
modern conditions. Occasionally we must 
disagree with Dr. Forell, as when he 
writes (p. 70): “Whether you believe that 
he (the first man) lived 6,000 years ago 
or that he is the product of the evolu- 
tionary process is really not too im- 
portant.” Apart from such passages the 
book is an excellent presentation of 


Christian ethics. ApotpH HAENTZSCHEL 


High Is the Wall. By Ruth Muirhead 
Berry. Muhlenberg Press, Phila- 
delphia. 268 pages. $3.50. 


This story deals with a marriage be- 
tween a Protestant and a Roman Cath- 
olic, and the tensions which eventually 
threaten to disrupt the union. Mrs. Berry 
seems most sensitive to the problems in- 
volved in this kind of marriage but 
sometimes allows the problems to move 
the chief characters, Faith and Neil 
Mackaig, somewhat out of focus. How- 
ever, the novel has a message. 

WALTER RIESS 


St. Paul’s Shorter Letters. By Robert G. 
Hoerber. Fulton, Mo. Published by 
a author, 1954. 64 pp. 5%4 x8. 
1.50. 


With pleasure we draw attention to 
this publication. Dr. Hoerber, a graduate 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and for 
a number of years a member of the fac- 
ulty of Bethany Lutheran College, Man- 
kato, Minn., now is professor of the 
classical languages in Westminster Col- 
lege, Fulton, Mo. The work here offered 
is a translation of all the Epistles of 
St.Paul with the exception of Romans 
and 1 and 2 Corinthians. The rendering 
is smooth and readable and will prove 
quite helpful to all who wish to become 
better acquainted with the contents of 
the Apostle’s Letters. The English em- 
ployed is our present-day idiom in a 
choice form. The book is printed in clear, 
attractive type and may be ordered di- 
rectly from the author. 

Wittiam F, ARNDT 


Deaths 


O. Johannes Buenger (April 17, 1869, 
Parchau, Germany, to June 29, 1955, 
Elizabeth, Ill.), son of August and An- 
tonie RuehImann Buenger; attended pre- 
paratory schools in Germany; graduated 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1893. 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 


He served three congregations in 
Texas: Zulch, 1883—96; Honey Grove, 
1896—99; and Swiss Alp, 1899—1903; and 
three in Illinois: Iuka, 1903—11; Lena, 
1911—19; and Mount Carroll, 1919—33, 
when he retired. 

His wife, the former Louise Franke, 
whom he married in 1894, died in 1935. 
He is survived by four daughters: Ruth 
Weseloh, Milwaukee, Wis.; Gertrude 
Foltz, Burlington, Wis.; Antoinette Haug 
and Frieda Schultz, both of Elizabeth; 
and two sons: John, Rockford, Ill.; and 
Paul, Eureka, III. 

For the funeral services July 2 in 
St. Paul’s Church, Elizabeth, the under- 
signed preached, Rev. Paul H. Burgdorf 
officiated, and Dr. Theodore Dierks read 
the committal rites in Trinity Lutheran 
Cemetery, Mount Carroll, Ill. 

E. A. WIEDBUSCH 


B. J. E. Stelter, (September 17, 1890, 
Fall Creek, Wis., to October 25, 1955, 
Clyman, Wis.), son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Julius Stelter; graduated Concordia Col- 
lege, St. Paul, Minn., 1909, and Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, 1912. 

He held three Wisconsin pastorates: 
White Creek, 1912—24; Wautoma, 1924 to 
1930; and Clyman, 1930 until his sudden 
death of a heart attack. He was Visitor 
of Circuit 18. 

He is survived by his widow, the for- 
mer Wilhelmine Burke, whom he mar- 
ried in 1912; four sons: Prof. Paul, 
California Concordia College, Oakland; 
Rev. Herbert, Hinckley, Ill; Edward, 
student at Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary, Thiensville; and Ronald, student 
at Northwestern College, Watertown; and 
two daughters: Dorothy, San Leandro, 
Calif.; and Margaret Stueber, Clyman. 

Rev. E. F. Quandt conducted the fu- 
neral service October 28 in Zion Church, 
Clyman, Rev. Fred A. Schwertfeger spoke 
words of comfort, and Rev. Karl Wedel 
read the committal rites in Zion Lu- 
theran Cemetery. Wn. LocHNER 


William C. Renner (June 9, 1877, 
Frankenlust, Mich., to December 7, 1955, 
Woodburn, Ind.), son of Waldemar and 
Dorothea Bernthal Renner; attended Ad- 
dison Teachers Seminary and graduated 
Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm, 
Minn., 1898. 

He taught in Lutheran schools at 
Monitor, Mich., 1898—1903; Friedensau, 
Nebr., 1903—08; Bingen, Ind., 1908—11; 
Sandy Creek, Mich., 1913—17; Courtland, 
Minn., 1918—23; St. Johnsburg, N. Y., 
1923—25; Woodburn, Ind., 1925—27; and 
Farmers Retreat, 1927—31. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Bertha Westphal, whom he married in 
1900; a daughter, Susanna Priebe, Sag- 
inaw, Mich.; and a son, Marlin, Dayton, 
Ohio. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service December 10 in Christ 
Church, Woodburn, and read the com- 
mittal rites in Christ Lutheran Cemetery. 

L. W. SCHULENBERG 


William J. Frank (January 22, 1869, 
Adrian, Mich., to January 31, 1956, Le- 
onia, N.J.), son of Reinhard and Bar- 
bara Frank; graduated Addison Teachers 
Seminary, 1888; taught in Lutheran 
schools at Brooklyn, N. Y., 1888—1900; 
York, Pa., 190016; and New York City 
(St. Matthew’s), 1916—30. 
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He is survived by his wife, the forme 
Rose Kottmann, whom he married | 
1899, and four daughters: Rose, E 
Aschoff, Ethel MacDonald, and Adelai 
Garza. 

The undersigned conducted the 
neral service February 3 in Calvar 
Church, Leonia, and read the committg 
rites in Washington Memorial Cemetery 
Paramus, N. J. A. Kart BOEHMKE — 


Edward A. Ritzmann (February ' 
1882, Detroit, to February 9, 1956, Lod 
Calif.), son of Mr. and Mrs. George Ritz 
mann; graduated Addison Teachers Se 
inary, 1901. j 

He taught in Lutheran schools ¢ 
Jackson, Mich., 1901—08; Wausau, Wis 
1908—11; Milwaukee, 1911—14; Ced: 
Rapids, Iowa, 1914—17; Klinger, Iowa 
1917—23; Addison, Ill, 1923—24; ani 
Lodi, 1924—33. 

His wife, the former Minna Schoene 
berg, whom he married in 1907, died i! 
1947. He is survived by two sons: Arth 
and Herbert; and two daughters: Friede 
and Gertrude Brewer, Los Angeles. 

The undersigned conducted the ful 
neral service February 13 in St. Peter 
Church, Lodi, and read the committe 
rites in Lodi Memorial Cemetery. | 


Paul F. Koehneke (November 24, 188 
Chicago, to February 15, 1956, Milwat 
kee), son of William and Mary Gurlin 
Koehneke; was tutoré 
by his _ pastor, 
Henry Wunder; grad 
uated Concordia Col 
lege, Milwaukee, 1905 
at the age of 16; Con 
cordia Seminary, Sain 
Louis, 1910; recei 
his M.A. degree fr 
Marquette Universi 
1939°" DDS" St; dem 
Seminary, 1955. 

He served cong 
gations at Hand Hilk 
Alta, Can., 1910—% 
Dodge Center, Minn 
1915—18; and Town Hart, Minn., 1918 
1923, when he became a professor at Con 
cordia College, Milwaukee. In addition’ 
teaching several subjects, chiefly religic 
and German, he was registrar of both 
high school and college and served 
secretary of the faculty. ;) 

He was assistant pastor of several Mil 
waukee congregations (including Beth 
lehem, Bethany, Nazareth, and St. Sté 
phen’s); delivered conference papers allt 
convention essays; and served on variou 
District and synodical boards and com 
mittees, notably as chairman of Synod 
Board of Appeals. 

He is survived by his widow, t 
former Louise Burandt, whom he ma 
ried in 1911; four sons: Walter, Milwa 
kee; Robert, Los Angeles; Rev. Marti 
president of Concordia Teachers Colleg 
River Forest; and Rev. Paul A., La 
renceville, Ill; and a daughter, Ani 

Funeral services were conducted Fe 
ruary 18 at Concordia College. Rev. Th 
odore A. Weiss officiated, the undersign 
preached, President Walter W. Stuenk 
spoke for the Milwaukee faculty, 
Dr. Henry Grueber represented synodi 
President John W. Behnken. Inte 
was in Wanderer’s Rest Cemetery. _ 

GEORGE BEIDERWIEDEN, | 


W. F. SCHLUETER | 
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Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


rdained and Installed: 


yton, William, First, Phillipsburg, Kans., 
y Fredric Rhode, March 11. 


PASTORS 
‘ommissioned: 


meider, Delwin B., St.Paul, Oak Lawn, 
hicago, Ill., as missionary to Japan, by 
ir. O. H. Schmidt, March 4. 


nstalled: 


‘trup, Robert, Christ, Mantua, 
rr. W. C. Birkner, March 11. 
gmann, Mark W., Grace, Waterloo, Iowa, 
y W.C. Stoll, March 4. 

em, Richard G., Immanuel, Cass Lake; Our 
avior, Federal Dam, by Clement A. Joest- 
ig; Trinity, Bemidji 6H, Minn., by John F. 
Iuller, Jr., March 4. 

ndos, Michael, St. John, Detroit, Mich., by 
onrad J. Engelder, March 4. 

ss, Henoch W., Trinity, Lebanon, Mo., by 
.. M. Bruss, March 4. 

‘k, Raymond, Grace, Atlanta, Ga., as pastor 
aig eae Atlanta, Ga., by O. T. McRee, 
feb. 5. 

drow, Gilbert N., Immanuel, Arriba; Zion, 
lagler, Colo., by E. J. Zimmermann, Oct. 23, 


955. 
‘k, Wilfred, Zion, Clyman, Wis., by M. A. 
ertermann, March 4. 
erich, James G., new mission, Denver 
Harvey Park), Colo., by Arnold F. Meyer, 
eb. 19. 
n, Hugo, Christ, Gladbrook, Iowa, by E. L. 
tuempfig; St.John, Wellsburg, Iowa, by 
ohn Zimmermann, March 11. 
me, Edwin T., Jr., Trinity, Amarillo, Tex., 
y Herbert F. Peiman, Jan. 8. 
zweg, Bernhard, St. John, San Francisco, 
alif., by Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, March 11. 
p, Paul W., assistant pastor, St. Paul, Glen 
surnie, Md., by Albert W. Lehenbauer, 
eb. 26. 
Grath, Francis C., Bethany, Elmhurst, L. I., 
*.Y., by Frederick W. Feinsinger, March 4. 
yer, Melvin H., Lakeside, South Venice, 
la., by Eugene F. Helm, March 4. 
aller, Walter H., Emmanuel, Lancaster, 
thio, by Walter F. Docter, March 11. 
e, Martin, First Lutheran, Rice Lake; Im- 
aanuel, Rice Lake 12 NE, Wis., by Ronald 
7. Goetsch, March 4. 
ultz, William, Trinity, Mount Oliver, Pitts- 
urgh, Pa., as Institutional Chaplain in 
littsburgh by Carl B. Schlutz, March 4. 
yer, Martin W., St. John, Winston-Salem, 
-.C., by Paul T. Dannenfeldt, March 11. 
ismeyer, W. H., Immanuel, West Covina, 
aie by L. E. Faasch, March 11. 

ms, Vernon T., Peace, Rock Rapids, Iowa, 
; James T. Wolfram, Feb. 5. 
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Ohio, by 


, Carl H., St. John, Cole Camp, Mo., by 
alter F. Strickert, March 11. 

ng, William R., Transfiguration, St. Louis, 
o., by Martin C. Schaefer, March 11. 


nstalled: TEACHERS 

sssman, Dennis A., St. John, Kilmanagh, 
Mich., by Ernst H. Essig, March 4. 

whaber, Donald, St. John, Glendale, Wis., 
ry Louis W. Mahnke, March 11. 

rgensen, T. L., St.John, Gary, Ind., as 
eacher in the Central School, Gary, Ind., 
ry P. A. Juergensen, Sept. 25, 1955. 

me, Donald, Trinity, Grand Island, Nebr., 
ty O. A. Graebner, Feb. 12. 

i . . 
; Official Notice 

tev. Walter Wachlin of Creston, B.C., has 
? appointed Visitor of the Nelson Circuit 
eplace Rev. W. Frick, who has accepted 
all into another District. —C. F. Baasg, 
sident, Alberta-British Columbia District. 


_ Senior College Call Accepted 

‘rof. Paul F. Harms has accepted the call 
‘Associate Professor in the Department of 
‘lish and Speech, with an appointment as 
ident Counselor. — C. E. Auticxk, Secretary, 
wd of Control. 


PRIL D0 561.95 6 


Nominations for 
Three Associate Professorships 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward 


Religion 


Rev. Victor Felten, St. Louis, by Zion Lutheran 
Church, Mascoutah, Ill.; Lutheran Church 
of Webster Gardens, Webster Groves, Mo.; 
Immanuel, Aurora, IIl. 

Rev. Wilfred Langefeld, Seward: First English, 
Spring Valley, Minn. 

Rev. Walter Rosin, St. Louis: Bethel, Univer- 
sity City, Mo.; Immanuel, Olivette, Mo. 

Rev. Harvey A. Stegemoeller, Winfield, Kans.: 
St. Stephen’s, St. Louis. 

Rev. Raymond Surburg, Th.D., Ph.D., Sew- 
ard: St. John’s, Seward; Mt. Calvary, Brook- 
ings, S. Dak.; Zion, Hampton, Nebr. 

Rev. Erhardt Weber, B.D., M.A., West La- 
fayette, Ind.: Hope, St. Louis. 


Natural Sciences, especially health, physical 
education and recreation 


Mr. Paul Nesper, Seward: First English, Spring 
Valley, Minn. 

Mr. Luther C. Schwich, M.A., Seward: Zion, 
Princeton, Minn.; Our Savior, Raleigh, 
N.C.; St. John’s, Seward; Trinity, Walton, 


Nebr.; Redeemer, Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Emmanuel, Elk River, Minn.; Elim, St. 
Louis; Trinity, Elgin, Minn.; Immanuel, 


Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Wilbert Stelzer, M. A., Winfield, Kans.: 
St. Stephen’s, St. Louis. 
Mr. William Weidenbacher, St. Mary’s, Mo.: 

Holy Cross, Ste. Genevieve, Mo. 
Mr. Warren Wilbert, Seward: Mount Calvary, 
Brookings, S. Dak. 


English and Social Sciences 


Rev. Alton Donsbach, Philomath, Oreg.: Lu- 
theran Church of Webster Gardens, Webster 
Groves, Mo. 

Mr. Glenn Einspahr, M. A., Seward: Redeemer, 
Dearborn, Mich.; St. John’s, Seward. 

Mr. Ronald Gersmehl, B.S., Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
St. Mark’s, Cleveland, Ohio; St. Stephen’s, 
St. Louis. 

Mr. Arthur W. Gross, St. Louis: Gethsemane, 
St. Louis. 

Rev. Erich Hopka, M. A., Winfield, Kans.: First 
English, Spring Valley, Minn. 

Mr. Delbert Schulz, Manhattan, Kans.: Hope, 
St. Louis. 

Rev. John Stach, Ph.D., Fort Wayne: St. 
Mark's, Cleveland, Ohio. 


All reactions to the candidates listed are to 
be mailed to W. A. Leppin, Secretary of the 
Board of Control, Concordia Teachers College, 
Nebr., within three weeks of publication. 


LWML Convention 


The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
will hold a Delegate Convention in Denver, 
Colo., April 20 and 21, at the Shirley-Savoy 
Hotel. — Mrs. Neat Deun, Chairman, Publicity 
Committee. 


Warning 
Wate eee. 2, apout.6:ft tall; slen= 
der, weight about 160 lbs., deep-set eyes, 


dark-brown hair, has appeared with full 
beard, claimed membership for himself or his 
wife in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Groton, 
S.Dak., and on pretense of auto trouble 
secured monev from congregations and pastors 
for more than a year.— Rev. R. M. Grunp- 
MEIER, Groton, S. Dak. 


Missing Person 
Marvin W. Anderson, 5 ft. 


9 in. tall, weight 195 Ilbs., 
age 23, blue eyes, light-brown 
hair. Tattoo ‘Phyl’ on left 


arm, bad scar in left armpit, 
sear close to fingers on right 
hand. Wears wedding band 
and 1952 class ring from High- 
land High School. Missing 
from his home, Dodgeville, 
Wis., since January 9, 1956. 
Could be suffering from am- 
nesia. Anyone having infor- 
mation about him, call collect 
or write: Mrs. Marvin W. 
AnvErson, c/o Melvin H. Anderson, Edmund, 
Wis. Phone: Cobb 43R13. 


Wanted 


About 10 used pews about 9 feet long. 
Write: Norman Mouacen, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Nashua, Minn. 
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Pastors: Changes of Address 


Braem, Richard G., Cass Lake, Minn. 

Deffner, Richard P., 1010 S. Lumpkin, 
Athens, Ga. 

Doege, Martin E., a/c Sr. Prof. H. G. Ritter, 
Caixa Postal 1030 Buirro Popular, Goiania, 
Goias, Brazil 

Eynon, Stratford, 829 Fourth St., 
Columbus, Ind. 

Fickenscher, Hugo H., 3416 Broad St., 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Frick, Wilfred, Clyman, Wis. 

Graudin, John E., 949 Quander Rd., 
Alexandria, Va. 

Grimm, Chaplain Herman J. C., 
71st Strategic Rec. Wing, Larson AFB, 
Wash. 

Harms, Chaplain Erhard H., 

Hq. 505th MP Battalion, Presidio of 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Hein, Hugo, Box 417, Wellsburg, Iowa 

Heinecke, Louis, 45046 Grant Park, 
Utica, Mich. 

Hinz, Thomas P., 1024 Henry Ave., 
Beloit, Wis. 

Hoffmeyer, Carl, Washington Blvd. and 
Saltwell Rd., Huntington, W. Va. 

Hyatt, Chaplain Gerhardt W.., 

313-2 First St., Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 

Kennell, William G., Box 4696, 
Pensacola, Fla. 

Krause, Chaplain (1st Lt.) Theodore C., 
3610th Air Observer T. Wing, 
Harlingen AFB, Tex. 

Kretzmann, Julius C., em., 2 Central Rd., 
Shel'er Cove, Toms River, N. J. 

Krueger, Harvey A., 3320 S. Whitnall, 
Milwaukee 7, Wis. 

Lankow, William J., em., 111 Silver Lane, 
Santa Maria, Calif. 

Ledebuhr, Chaplain Albert F., 0997454, 
The Chaplain Board 8791st SU, 

Fort Slocum, N. Y. 

List, Hugo K., c. r. m., 4643 Ironwood, 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Meyer, H. E., em., c/o John E. Blasig, 
1565 24th Ave., Columbus, Nebr. 

Meyer, Lawrence B., 10128 Elise Dr., 

Affton 23, Mo. 

Rakow, Arnold E., 394 Victoria Rd., 
South Ruislip, Middlesex, England 

Reichwald, Glenn E., Gettysburg, S. Dak. 

Reiner, Albert F., 1408 Richter St., 
Kelowna, B. C., Can. 

Reiss, Chaplain William J., Hq. Fifth Army, 
1660 E. Hyde Park Blvd., Chicago 15, Ill. 

Rose, Martin, 707 S. Main, Rice Lake, Wis. 

Schultz, Frank J., 28428 Nieman St., 

R. 2, New Boston, Mich. 

Schwiebert, Dr. Ernest G., 

Bonnie Branch Road, Ellicott City, Md. 

Steyer, Martin W., 835 S. Hawthorne Rd., 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Tensmeyer, Wilfried H., 643 Dawley, 
West Covina, Calif. 

Werfelmann, Martin H., 158 Cameo Dr., 
Danville, Calif. 


Teachers: 


Beussman, Dennis A., 9543 Kilmanagh Rd., 
R. 1, Sebewaing, Mich. 

Kieschnick, Oscar H., 2052 W. Summit, 
San Antonio, Tex. 

Kopf, Aaron E., 4449 Francis St., 
Kansas City 3, Kans. 

Linse, Henry, 1215 Charlotte Ave., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rewinkel, Louis H., em., 8356 Duarte Rd., 
San Gabriel, Calif. 

Schneider, Oscar J., em., 2731 Willow Oaks, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Schoof, Armond D., 8473 Dixie Lane, 
Dearborn, Mich. 

Werner, Edward, 3862 Davids Lane, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Woldt, George W., 425 Massachusetts Ave., 
Elkhart, Ind. 

Zobel, Marlin, 45100 Deshon, Utica, Mich. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WitTNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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of Half Dome in Yosemite National Park, California. It comes in an 
enlarged size (17 x 22), printed on high-quality paper, especially 
suitable for easy framing. 


It’s our way of saying “‘Thank you” for subscribing—or renewing. 


Look at these top reading features coming your way during April 
and May. 


GREAT Hymns OF EASTER 

THINGS SHE LEARNED AS “MAMA” 

4-H Ciuss 

SHAKESPEARE’S FRIENDLY TOWN 

My GREATEST THRILLS IN SPORT 

A Man CALLED PETER 

These are reading pleasures you’ll want to discuss, save, and share with your 


friends. Often you will find a single inspiring issue worth the price of a year’s 
subscription. : . 


GREAT FESTIVALS OF EUROPE 
ANGELS IN PIGTAILS 

THE QUIET COLMANS 

WHERE Was CALVARY 


THROUGH THE HEART OF THE 
Ho.y LAND 


8 SENT RAT ON RN SA OTTO PANTER RINT ST UE TM ee 


To subscribe—or renew—simply check your subscription instructions 
on the order form below. 


Just as soon as we receive your CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


subscriplion or renewal we'll 
immediately send you free and 
postpaid the large full-color 
scene of Yosemite National 
Park. Once mounted, the wall 
of your home wil! take on a new 
beauty and brightness. Here 
truly is a picture ‘kat will bring 
you genuine plecsure for years 
to come, 


City 


Saint Louis 18, Missouri 

I hereby [] subscribe, [] renew my subscription to 
THIS DAY, the family magazine. Also please send 
me your free full-color picture of Yosemite National 
Park. (This special gift-picture offer closes April 30, 


1956.) (] $3.00 for a one-year subscription 
(1 $5.50 for a two-year subscription 
any I enclose $ 


Name eee 
Address. 


Zone State 


